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ITL/3 SP Arty Dn in Papa,

lo Trier to 9 fioverher 1950, the IIX/3 SF Arty Bn in DPapa (P L8/Y 30) was
subordinate to the Hq III Army Corps in Szekesfehervar (Q L3/7 00). Until
7 June 1950, the battalion, which had postal lo 113L, was located in the
new barracks installation south of Papa, on the west side of tho rcad to
Tapoleafoe (P L8/Y 30), a short distance fvom tho Junction with the road
to Papakovacsi (P L8/D 39). The barracks installation, which also quarter-
ed a motorized artillery regiment with postal lo 1535 s was gtill under
cunstruction, (1) From 7 June o 9 Noverbar 1950, the battalion vas located
In & summer camp at Kecskemet (Y 6/ 95), in a woods about 6 km east of
Korekegyhaza (Y &/ 75) and northwest of the Kisnyir (Y 6/ 85) railrosd
statlon. The battalion was quartered thers together with a signal battalion,
& light AAA batbtalion and a recomnaissance company. Upon completion of the -
sumzer lraining period, the SP artillery battalion was deactivated, Until
the beginning of September 1950, the batielion was cormanded by Vajor Bmil
Derces, about 20 years old, a former lathe operater and a Communiat. le
was detached to the Hq III irry Corps in esrly Seplenber, and succeaded
by Captain Ivan (fnu), about Ll years old » Yo was in command of the
battalion until the date of deactivatimi.

2. The 8P artillery babtalion in Papa nurberad 12 officers and 142 ren. It
vas orpanized into a headquarters, 1 signals platoon ard 3 batteries, with
each battery consisting of only L platoon eguipped with a Light 7é-mm SP
gun. The sipnals platoon had 3 model 1/3 radio sobs. Vohicles assirned to
the battalion consisted of I sedans, 3 trucks and 3 weapon cavricrs, with
2 trucks and the weapon carriers beirg barred from operation. The SP guns
ware Joviel nudel SU-70s, bwub mounted another type of gun vithout mrzzle
brake and ¢id wot have the typilcal housing for buf or and recuperator
nechanism in front of the mantlet. The personnel of the battalion woerc red
service color until Juns 1950 and blue service color thereaftor. Tho Insignia
on the collar paibches was a small &P o, not a tanlk,

Js Basic training vith the &p artillery tattalion lasted one month. Speclal .
training for drivers, punners, machire gunoers and radio operators was startod
in the summer camp. Tn late September and carly October 1950, the batlalion
participated in a larpe-scale Tield exercise held in south Mangary in the
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area betws 'n the Danube and Thsise Rivers. The field exercise terminated
in the vieinity of Daja (¥ 6/5 287 . £10 crders given during the exercises
vera so worded that they did act reveal. iafomsation on the type awd
designation of other units par'uic pabing in tnv oxercise. The 8P artilloery
bettelion did net retorn to ity home shation from the sunrer cawp.

Activation of New 5P Artillery Units,

o The IXI/3 SP Arty Bn was deactivated ou créers by the Hg III Army Corps in
Szekeslehervar. The battalion wes bmk*m 2p tnbo 16 2lemsnis vhich ware
lergzely used as cadre wvnits for the Jxation of new SP oartil ’.m‘w, wniss.
One of these elements was fvansf wo 4smad (Q WO/ 03). Tt ed
Lieutenant Laszle Dihari, formeily -Ja't; of headquarters personnsi and
gbout L0 years old, and Lieubtsnsmi Kalosr Tuss, formerly adjubant and
about 306 years old. In the spring of 1971, asurce lesrnsd from Bihael,

#he had meanwhile been promoted to the renlke of senior lieutenani, that he
had been appointed commandar of a new P artillery battalion which was built
up from the element in Awzed and subsequeatly transTerred to Retsag (Q LB/
H 67}, The new battalion was atili. in Hetsop in eariy Sepbember 1951, (2)
Anpother element, under the command of Captain Lasslo Juhassy forrerly
notor tranwort officer and ghout 32 years f.m., wag tranaferred to F n]rafd
(P 48/8 B). In the spriag of 1981, sowres learnad from Juhasz that he
gerved with an 8P artillery balttaiion & snardl. & third element, wday
the command of Senior Lieuntenant MNagy )4 i‘ez'mex.‘ly supnly officer and
sbout 27 yoors old, went to Kalecaa (¥ 2/% 31). In the sumser of 1981,
soures lesrned from the officer, wie hiad becn pr mted to the ranik of captain,
that he served «s supply of Jicer with an 3P artillery unilt in Halocsa. A
fourth element wnder the commeznd of Junicr Lisutensnt Kiss {(foa), fm’mcr-
1y babtery ofi‘ice*", went bo Tapolea (¥ L/D 38)3 a fifth element under Junior
Lientenant Arpad Ggeman, fmm‘*ly SONNT xj;;tﬂ}l»em-r' of ficay, io i:*:}huzxfeiie-a
gyhaza (¥ 7/0 03%s a sixth el nmx S wder Jualor Lieutenant Fal (Fral,
formerly battery cri" icer, to Miskele (R L9/T £7)3 a sevanth elewsnt witheut
oificars to Vesuprem (P L8/ '76}3 and an 2ighth element withoul officers
to Nagykaninsa (Y L/a 26%. 83x other eloarsits of the deactivated SP artillery
battalion were slso transferred to obher vosts, but gource did not learn
vhether new 8F artillery baittalions werz zehivated from them. They included
one under Senior Lleutenant Jezsef Hollosi, [ormerly politiecal offi 1.':131' and
about 3C years old, which moved to Kiskuchalas (¥ 6,’*5 703 a secnnl rider
Senfor Lieutenant Hegyi (fnu}), formerly cownanding officer of the "'q.; Dy,
which moved %o Gyoengyoes (Q lﬂ:/ 21:.“ ard ethers without of ficers vhich
mreci to Mareali {¥ L/a 63), Pecs {Y $/B 22 )y Bor (P W8/ 81) and Sueliszand
F)"’B G6Y . Another element of the forver S92 sriillery tatleliop was reassisped
’w the guard babbalion of the Winlstey of Netional Defense in Budapest.
Cenior Lieutenant Napy (fnu), formesrlr comesnding officer of the 24 Tiry,
was detached to the army corps headguarters in Escoskemet. (3)

Army Corps Hesdquariers in Suekesfehervar and Revskemsh,

5. The Hq IIf Army Corps was located in Suskesfenorvar | | 25X1
25X1 | 25X1

1

Wonretlaesificd documeants, which were usnally
cireniated at batialion level, mentionod only the postal nusivers ol units.
Since the secret Jdocuments at the aray corps hesdquariers wers never naried
out for distributlon, source was unabls le delermine other units subordinate
to the corps. () In the swmer of 1997, whrm the IJI/3 SP Arty Ba was in
the summer camp at Kecshamet, the zitilich received corr spondence from

the fig ITI Army Corps through the Hg 123k Inf Div which was located ath Kacs~—
kewst a2t that time. Tn the fall of 1955, the ¥g 12th Tul Div was raized to
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the status of army corps headquarters, remaining in Kecskemad, however, the
g IIT Army Corps was not deactivated in Szekesfehervar despite the
activation of a new army corps in Kecskemsit, at least until 9 Lovenber

1950 when the III/3 SP Arty Bn was deactivated. Until thab timo, the AP
artil.v.ely battalion continved te receiva ormders by the Hq IIT Army Corps

in Szekesfehervar. (5) Source learncd from nfficers tuat another SP artillery
battalion was located in Sueitoer (P 48/X B3}, but did not return te its

home station upen completion of the 1950 suwumer and fall training period,

#iscallaneous.

The mm‘ale of the personnel belenging to the IIT/3 &p Arty Bn was poor
becavze of uncerteinty regarding the duration of the term of active service
amwl vecause of letiters from relatives telling of their distressed conditions
at hoge, ¢hich contradicted the teles by political indoctrinators about

the high standard of living of the Hunvariaa peopie. Neiations between
officers and enlisted men were straimed because many officers attempted tc
cover their poor general and technical knowledge by arrogant behaviour,
Frequently lectures delivered bty offiszsrs had o be corrdeted by enlisted
nen. For exanple, the politica- officer was unsble to answer satisfactorily
questions regarding the Warxist dectrine o enlisted men who larpely came
from Budapest and bad received political indectrination there.

] velonging %o a nobtoriszed artillery regimont
in Papa in June 1950, and wes mentisned in severzl reperts alter Narch 1951
as helonefney b, an grtdTVerre undd 30 Bigkooroes and Kzozel. |:] 25X1A

« The motorized artillery

roginent was probably trznsieried from Papa to Kiskesroszs.

Anothexr source said that twe mechanised regiments of the unidentified med anizad
division in Esstergom were stationed in Aszod and Retzag reapectively, On

the basis of information regpavding tha organization of the third mochanized
regiment of this division, it is believed that a mechanized regiment has an
organic tank battalion. [ ] o SP artillery uails are probably
also components of the mechanized regiments.,

Infantry units are known to be stetioned at 2ll posts spacified. According

%o information from another source oan the vrganization of the infantry

regiment in Szentes, 1% is believed thut an infantry regiment has an orpanic

SP artillery company. |
For translations of s report on the nawllmsv of classified ailitary
corrsspondence. and of a sample of a secret military letter, see Annex 1
and 2,

The information confirms the headquarters of an army corps in Xecskemet.
See «

2 Annexes: 1 - report on the handlinz of ¢lassified material
1 - ssmple of a secret latier.
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Handling of Classified Material at 't.hﬁ_i"II/B 5P Arty Bn.

Secret correspondence was Yyped con papor marked by a yollow diagonal

stripe which ran frow the upper lefi to the lower right corner, Classified
mail wos conveyed by couriers only. IL vas not to be handled by postzl
authorities. All incoming secret lettarr were accepted by the head of the
classified records.office and logred in the record of elagsified decuments.,
They were subsequently submitted toc the battalion commander Who  in turn
controlled the uistributicn to the proper officers. The head of the claasified
records office kept o distribution record which had to be signed by offi:ers
receiving secret documents. Each referert bad » strong-bex for classifius
documends; whose key he turned in to ihe hesd of the classified rzcords olfice
daily after duty hours, These officers were +he bhattalion comnander, the
pelitical officer, the adjutant, the cormarder of headquariers personnel, tae
supply officer, the paymaster, the motor trensport officer and the persennel
officer, After proper action had been teken, the secrel documents were returned
to the head of the classified records of{ice. There were express orders that
secret documents were to be handled by cificers only. However, since t{he
officers were ia constant fear of disclesing military secrets in unclassified
letters, an excsssive numler of secret letters were written,which overburdened
the officers {n charge to sucha degrye wiat they rad the battalion clevk edp waem.
Another reason that the officers zsxed saiilsued clerks for help was the iasco
that on tL: basls of their education thev were unequal to their tusks bucause
most of them came from the workin: olass. .

ot
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